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BEYOND THE
GED® TEST

GED graduates are more prepared for college than ever!

GED College Ready scores improve the chances for college success.

145
GED Passing Score

To pass the GED test, students 
need a score of 145 on all four 
subjects.

165 – 174
GED College Ready

At 165 or higher, students may 
qualify to bypass placement 
testing and remedial (non-credit) 
courses in college.

175 – 200
GED College Ready + Credit

At 175 or higher, students may 
qualify for up to 10 college credit 
hours at participating colleges.

35% 50%enroll in 
college 
within a year 
of earning 
their GED 
credential

enroll in college within 4 years of 
earning their GED credential

More than 90% stay enrolled 
semester to semester vs 29% prior 
to the 2014 test

2018 National Student Clearinghouse data match
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56% 63% 71%

College Ready (CR) GED Graduates

of CR GED graduates are currently 
enrolled in a college degree or 
certificate program.

of CR GED graduates say the GED 
test program prepared them well 
for their current college degree 
program.

of CR GED graduates are currently 
employed.

Data collected from 2018 survey of GED graduates earning a College Ready score 

accept the GED College Ready 
recommendations

COLLEGES
225

OVER

Jordan earned her GED credential in October 2016 in Virginia meeting the College Ready 
score levels in RLA, Math and Science. She earned College Ready + Credit in Social Studies.

“I knew about it (the College Ready score levels) before 
taking the GED, I think it put extra pressure on me to 
get College Ready scores when I took the test but I was 
confident that I could get them.”

She wanted to pursue a degree related to digital arts and the College Ready scores gave 
her an extra boost of confidence about her academic and career goals. Jordan completed 
her general education requirements at a local community college and is now enrolled in 
Longwood University as a Graphic and Animation Design major.

Jordan W.
GED College Ready 
Graduate, Longwood 
University Student 

 ARE USING THEIR SCORES TO EXCEL


